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‘Geography underpins a lifelong conversation about the earth as the home of humankind’

	CONCEPTS
	SKILLS
	VOCABULARY
	SPIRALS

	Physical processes / Human processes 
Natural resources
Environment – natural and human
Interdependence / Interconnection / Interaction
Diversity
Change over time / Geological time
Physical features
Human features
The world / earth
Global
Landscape formation
Settlements
Land Use
Scale
Longitude / Latitude
Climate / Climate Zones
Biomes
Weather
Location
Continents
Oceans
Country
Capital City
Seas
Grid references
Keys
Energy
Tectonic plates
Geology
Rocks – sedimentary, metamorphic, igneous

	Data collection
Data recording
Data analysis
Communication
Curiosity
Fascination
Interpretation of maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photography
Fieldwork
Observation
Sketching
Cartography 
Interviewing
Enquiry
Evaluation
Research

	Terrestrial
Marine
Continent
Ocean
Country
Sea
Places 
People 
Resources
Landscape
Longitude
Latitude
Scale
Feature
Resource
Settlement
Energy
Earthquake
Tsunami
Mountain
Volcano
Hemisphere
Biosphere
City
Town 
Village
Factory
Farm
House
Office
Port / harbour
Shop
	Sedimentary
Metamorphic Igneous
Soil
Mineral
Trade
Transport
Industry
Vegetation
Tropical
Temperate
Polar
Desert

	Locational Knowledge – countries, continents, oceans, seas, biomes, climate zones, mountains, coasts, latitude, longitude, equator, hemispheres, tropic of Cancer / Capricorn

Physical Features – hills, mountains, coasts, rivers, cliffs, soil, vegetation belts

Physical processes – erosion, water cycle, tectonics (volcanoes and earthquakes), seasons, weather, climate, change over time, climate change

Human features 
Settlement (cities, towns, villages, houses, farms)
Land use (agriculture, ports, harbours, offices, shops, factories , industry, transport

Natural resources – energy, food, minerals, water

Economic activity – trade links, ports, transport, industry, natural resources

Continents- Africa, South America, Antarctica, Europe




	EYFS-
 

	
	Personal, Social and Emotional 
	Communication Language 
	Understanding the world
	Physical Development
	Literacy 
	Expressive Arts and Design
	Mathematics

	Autumn 1-
Opportunities for geography
	Personal Pictures about themselves
	
	Exploring the whole school environment
Where do we come from? - High Wycombe
Where do we come from? - World map

Nature Walks

Weather Talking 

Exploring Sand and Water Daily
	
	
	
	

	Autumn 2-
Opportunities for geography
	Different types of celebrations (around the world?)
	
	Diwali 
Hanukkah
Christmas (where do the celebrations take place?)
	
	
	
	

	Spring 1 - 
Opportunities for geography
	
	Learning facts about different countries
	
	
	Story- Poles Apart
	
	

	Spring 2 - Opportunities for geography
	
	Learning new vocab according to topic
Nature walk and explore the environmental area
Pond dipping 
	Looking In depth at different countries featured in stories
Learning about and sharing information about countries we have visited 
Exploring maps and globes
Book- Granny went to market
	
	
	
	

	Summer 1 - 
Opportunities for history
	Eid
	
	Forest School
	
	
	Nature walk 
	

	Summer 2 - Opportunities for history 
	
	
	Caring for the wider environment
	
	
	
	




	
	
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	KS1
	Year 1
	My City 

Concept
Local Environment 

Non-negotiables
· To know they live in High Wycombe.
· To know where High Wycombe is in relation to the rest of the UK.
· To know key features of the local area and to be able to identify them.
· To use simple maps of the immediate area around the school
· Identify directional language to describe location of features
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]
Key texts
Digimaps 
Google Earth




	Weather & Seasons 
Concept
Climate
Non-negotiables
· There are four seasons in a year.
· The weather changes according to the seasons.
· The elements of weather – sun, rain / snow/ hail (precipitation) and wind.
· That the temperature changes depending on the type of weather and season.
· How the seasons affect people, plants and animals.
Key texts
See Inside Weather and Climate by Katie Daynes and Russell Tate

	Coasts
Concept
Physical Features

Non-negotiables
· Understand that the coast is where the land meets the sea.
· Coastal regions contain: cliffs, sand dunes and beaches.
· Understand why trade and tourism as focused on coastal areas.
· Study of a seaside town.
· Dangers of the seaside and the coast (lighthouses and sea rescue). 

Key texts
The Lighthouse Keeper Series by Ronda and David Armitage
Go Wild at the Seaside by Goldie Hawk and Rachael Saunders

	
	Year 2
	My Country
Concept
Physical and Human Features

Non-negotiables
· Locate 4 countries of the UK 
· Locate the capital cities of the UK 
· Understand the difference between physical and human features
· Identify physical features of the countries of the UK 
· Identify human features of the countries of the UK 

Key Texts: 
Maps of the United Kingdom- Rachel Dixon
The Big Book of the UK- Imogen Russell Williams
Info Buzz The United Kingdom- Izzi Howell

	Climate Zones (habitats)
Concept
Climate
The Earth - Hemispheres
Non-negotiables

· Locate and name the 7 continents and 5 oceans on a map
· Explore the following habitats (weather and patterns in these zones) :
· Polar, Deserts, Tropical, Temperate.
· On a world map, locate countries that have these climates.
· Understand that it is colder in the North & South poles and warmer towards the centre.
· Identify the equator on a world map. 
Key texts
The Big Picture – Living Habitats by Jon Richards 
See Inside Weather and Climate by Katie Daynes and Russell Tate


	Africa
Concept
Continents

Non-negotiables
· That Africa is a continent made up of 54 countries.
· The main rivers and features of the continent.
· The oceans surrounding Africa.
· That there are different types of climate zones and habitat in Africa.
· Some of the stories, art and culture that originate from Africa.
· That African countries have both urban and rural communities living in them.
· Compare and contrast a city in Africa to a city in the UK 

Key text
African Tales – A Barefoot Collection by Gcina Mhlophe & Rachel Griffin
Africa, Amazing Africa – Country by Country by Atinuke


	
	
	
	
	

	Lower KS2
	Year 3
	My Earth
Concept 
Physical Processes
Environment
Non-negotiables
· The Earth’s structure and its layers.
· That soil is made up of eroded materials.  
· Sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks and how they are formed.
· Minerals and how we use them e.g. gem stones and metals. 
· Fossils fuels and energy production.
· That services and communication networks run underground.
Key texts
The Street Beneath Our Feet by Charlotte Gullain and Yuval Zommer
The Story of Fossil Fuels by William B Rice
My Book of Rocks and Minerals by DK



	South America
Concept 
Continents
Non-negotiables
· That South America is a continent made up of 12 countries.
· The main rivers and features of the continent.
· The oceans surrounding South America.
· That there are different types of climate zones and habitat in South America.
· Some of the stories, art and culture that originate from South America. 
· Those South America countries have both urban and rural communities living in them.
· Compare and contrast a location in South America to a place in the UK
· Identify natural resources in the continent
Key texts
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Mapping South America by Paul Rockett
Introducing South America by Anita Ganeri
	Weather and Climate 
Concept
Climate 

Non-negotiables
· Recap different climate zones.
· Weather patterns in different climate zones (precipitation levels, daylight, temperatures).
· Monsoon seasons .
· Be able to identify climate zones on an atlas/globe.

Key texts
How the Weather Works by Christiane Dorion and Beverley Young
Weather in 30 Seconds by Dr Jen Green

	
	Year 4
	Rivers
Concept 
Physical Features / Processes
Non-negotiables
· That rivers flow from their source to the sea.
· That rivers are part of a wider water cycle.
· River features such as ox-bows, estuaries etc
· That rivers are part of the environment and provide different habitats for a range of living things.
· Why settlements and industry often grow up around rivers
Key texts
The River Ran Wild by Lynne Cherry

 
	Antarctica
Concept 
Continents
Non-negotiables
· The location of Antarctica on the Earth including how it is represented on maps.
· The physical features of the Antarctic landscape.
· The climate of Antarctica and how animals and humans have adapted to live there.
· How Antarctica has been explored.
Key texts
Pole to Pole by Michael Palin
Shackleton’s Journey by William Grill
Antarctica a Continent of Wonder by Mario Cuesta Hernando
Ice Trap by Meredith Hooper & MP Robertson
	Natural Disasters
Concept 
Physical Processes

Non-negotiables
· The physical processes that drive natural events.
· That the earth surface is made up of tectonic plates and the places where they meet are fault lines.
· That there is increased volcanic activity and earthquakes are centred around fault lines.
· How a natural event can become a natural disaster.
· How climate change is linked to some natural disasters.

Key texts
All about Natural Disasters by Sandhya Warekar
Earth Shattering Events – The Science Behind Natural Disasters by Sophie Williams


	
	
	
	
	

	Upper KS2
	Year 5
	Migration & Refugees
Concept
Human Processes
Non-negotiables
· Difference between migration and forced migration.
· Why do people choose to migrate?
· Define the difference between migration, immigration and emigration.
· Examples of refugee situations around the world.
· Reasons that people become refugees (climate change e.g. drought/ famine and/or war). 
· Locate any countries discussed on a map. 
Key texts
Librarian of Basra by Jeanette Winter
The Arrival by Shaun Tan
Refugees and Migrants by Ceri Roberts & Hanane Kai
A World Full of Journeys and Migrations by Christopher Corr

	Settlements
Concept 
Human Processes
Non-negotiables
· Different types of settlements
· Reasons why different settlements grow up 
· Evolution of settlements 
· Understand why people chose to settle where they did (natural resources)
· Note change by comparing maps.

Key texts
Fact Planet -Settlements by Izzi Howell
Geographics - Population and Settlements by Izzi Howell


	Regional Study – London and South East
Concept 
Local Environment - Region

Non-negotiables
· Locate That we live in the London and South East region of the UK
· That Buckinghamshire is a home county – not part of London but commuter belt.
· Understand that the River Thames runs through London and London is a port with docks.
· Understand why London’s prosperity is built on trade and it continues to be a trade centre.
· Understand the rise and fall of the dockland – change of use. - Canary Wharf, Butler’s Wharf etc.
· Understand the transport systems in the South East and London - trains, buses, underground.
· That London is divided into different districts / boroughs.
· The cultural aspects and demographics of the different areas of London.

Key texts
London Through a Lens by G. Costa
London Docklands and illustrated History by Geoff Marshall


	
	Year 6
	Climates / Climate Change
Concept
Climate
Non-negotiables 
· To understand the difference between weather and climate.
· To identify the different global climate regions e.g. tropic.
· To develop understanding of human impact on global climate and the impact of climate on humans.
Key texts
Weather in 30 seconds by Dr Jen Green
How the Weather Works by Christiane Dorion and Beverley Young
	Europe 
Concept 
Continents
Non-negotiables
· The location of Europe and its surrounding seas and oceans. 
· The countries in Europe and their location in relation to one another.
· The main physical features of Europe.
· The climates within Europe.
· The different cultures that exist within Europe.
· Compare and contrast a location in Europe to the UK
· Identify natural resources in the continent
Key texts
Europe – A True Book by Sandra Newman
	Trade and Transport – Fair Trade
Concept 
Human Processes / Globalisation

Non-negotiables
· That we trade goods and services around the world.
· That fair trade is intended to ensure farmers in particular regions get a fair price for their products.
· That goods have to be transported through transport networks.
· The main ports in the UK.
· The rail and road transport systems / links to the major cities in the UK

Key texts
Explore Fair Trade by Jillian Powell





